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Agenda

● Sharing our work
● Book Walk and Talk
● Another Layer
● Discuss and Share



What is Diversity?

Diversity describes the similarities and differences that 
people have in aspects of their identity.

● What is a book that you have read aloud recently that 
de-centers whiteness and uplifts marginalized 
identities?



There is no such thing as a ‘diverse book’.
-Chad Everett

www.imaginelit.com

http://www.imaginelit.com


It is our responsibility to de-center whiteness 
and other mainstream identities in our language 
and in our practice. Students must understand 
that EVERYONE’S story is important.



Windows, Mirrors, and Sliding Doors

“When children cannot find themselves 
reflected in the books they read, or when the 
images they see are distorted, negative, or 
laughable, they learn a powerful lesson about 
how they are devalued in the society of which 
they are a part.”  

-Rudine Simms Bishop, 2009



Affirm Identity



“She looks like me. 
She. Looks. Like. ME!!!” 

-M, age 5



“How did they know whether they were brown or 
not?”

“Back then, you didn’t get to decide yourself. Other 
people decided just by looking at you.”

-L, age 6“My real color is Brown.”
-N, age 6

“It took Ron a while to find some books. He 
always looked for books that showed children 
who looked like him. But that was hard. There 
were not many books about black kids on the 
shelves.”

-Ron’s Big Mission by Rose Blue and 
Corinne J. Naden

PEACEFUL PROTEST,
ALLY



“I’m cinnamon!”
-E, age 5

“I have a brown family in 
Tunisia and a white family in 
America.

-N, age 5

“My uncle is married to a 
white woman so my 
cousins are like the kids in 
the book.”

-M, age 7

BIRACIAL



“I’m adopted too.”   -M, age 10

“ I have 2 moms.” -A, age 10 



“These kids don’t know  yet what you already know - 
Whether you are a girl, or boy, or in-between, you get 
to choose what you like.”

“You can never tell whether 
someone is a boy or a girl just by 
looking at them.”

Gender Identity 
and Expression



Ability



New Books: We are witnessing a revolution 
in children’s publishing.



All Diverse Books are not created Equal



Choosing Books 
(For Black Boys)- 
Dr. Kim Parker

● What experiences are represented?
● How are gender and masculinity portrayed? (fixed, fluid, 

heteronormative, opportunity to challenge patriarchy)
● Is there an abundance of Black love? (solidarity & understanding, 

especially of Black families, women, girls)
● Is the text liberatory? Is it a counternarrative? (grounded in past & 

present, convey hope, provoke action, resistance, transformative 
healing)

https://classroomlinernotes.wordpress.com/

https://classroomlinernotes.wordpress.com/


Intentionality of Choosing Books

● Own Voices
○ Who wrote the book?

● What is missing?
○ Native American, Asian-American, SE Asian
○ Two moms, Non-gender-conforming girls, physical disabilities

● What did I read last time? 
○ Balance your Read Alouds
○ I don’t read two “white” books in a row



Book Walk and Talk



‘Witness’

The Rooster Who Would Not Be Quiet

Harvesting Hope

Let the Children March

Sit-In

Rosa

Separate is Never Equal



Ally or Accomplice?

Freedom Summer

The Other Side

I Walk With Vanessa

Unspoken

Richard Wright and the Library Card



Equality



Faces Out

“Almost all your books have brown 
people in them.”

“Well, not quite, but a lot do. I’d like 
to get more.”

“Oh right, you have a lot of Magic 
Tree House Books. Those kids are 
white.”

Conversation with Q, age 6



Do Your Own PD

● Read YA Books with diverse characters
● Social Media - Twitter, Instagram @Quakerlibrarian
● Talk with your friends and colleagues - The more you talk about it with other 

adults, the easier it is to talk about with kids.
● Attend the Race Institute for K-12 Educators
● Read Guide for White Women Who Teach Black Boys
● Seek out other opportunities for continuing education - conferences, 

seminars, working groups



Resources 

Milestones for Diversity in Children’s Literature

Diversity in Children’s Books 

Black Stories Matter

All White World of Children’s Books 

https://dochub.com/readingwhilewhite/m7maRx/milestones-for-diversity-in-children-s-literature-and-library-services
https://readingspark.wordpress.com/2016/09/14/picture-this-reflecting-diversity-in-childrens-book-publishing/
https://aeon.co/ideas/black-stories-matter-on-the-whiteness-of-childrens-books
http://www.unz.com/print/SaturdayRev-1965sep11-00063

